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In the late 1990s, while employees at this University organized for safe and just 

workplaces, students realized that they could do much to support them in their 

struggle. Since the beginning, El Centro Chicano in the United University Church 

served as the home for the Student Coalition Against Labor Exploitation at USC. 

Our first meeting was held here in the autumn of 1997 and we have held additional 

meetings, conference panels, guest speakers and student-and-worker luncheons in 

this very same location. Then, and now, the privilege of coming together in a safe 

space was highly valued and El Centro provides a versatile and beautiful location 

for so many student organizations and groups.  

 

Although there are several great venues on campus—and more, no doubt, 

forthcoming—El Centro Chicano is unique within our USC community for several 

reasons. Few other locations could provide sufficient meeting areas, administrative 

offices, computer and study spaces, and multi-purpose gathering space at once.  

 

Additionally, our group can credit, in part, El Centro Chicano for the success of an 

event we held just this past year in which we welcomed students and staff from 

several universities throughout the region such as Loyola Marymount and Pomona 

College. The flexibility we experienced in organizing this event is, unfortunately, 

something that would most certainly be unavailable in any of the other on-campus 

locations. Additionally, the warmth and history conveyed in the mere walls of this 

resource center was something tangible that many individuals took with them, and 

that they will associate forever with USC.  

 

Finally, we thank you for considering the voices of students, alumni, faculty, and 

staff of this University on this important issue; together we urge you to maintain 

this significant cultural landmark in its current location.  

 

 

In solidarity,  

 

The Student Coalition Against Labor Exploitation 

SCALE.USC@gmail.com 

 


